50              PROCEDURES FOR WORKING WITH CHEMICALS IN LABORATORIES

ether, or methyl chloromethyl ether have been used should be treated for
10 min with concentrated aqueous ammonia.

In the event that chemical decontamination is not feasible, wastes and
residues should be placed in an impervious container that should be closed
and labeled in some manner such as the following: CAUTION: COMPOUNDS

OF   HIGH   CHRONIC  TOXICITY   Or  CAUTION:   CANCER-SUSPECT  AGENT.

Transfer of contaminated wastes from the controlled area to the
incinerator should be done under the supervision of authorized personnel
and in such a manner as to prevent spill or loss. In general, liquid wastes
containing such compounds should be placed in glass or polyethylene
(usually preferable) bottles half filled with vermiculite and these should be
transported in plastic or metal pails of sufficient capacity to contain the
material in case of accidental breakage of the primary container.

Normal laboratory work should not be resumed in a space that has been
used as a controlled area until it has been adequately decontaminated.
Work surfaces should be thoroughly washed and rinsed. If experiments
have involved the use of finely divided solid materials, dry sweeping should
not be done. In such cases, surfaces should be cleaned by wet mopping or
by use of a vacuum cleaner equipped with a high efficiency particulate air
(HEPA) filter. All equipment (e.g., glassware, vacuum traps, and
containers) that is known or suspected to have been in contact with
substances of high chronic toxicity should be washed and rinsed before
they are removed from the controlled area.

In the event of continued experimentation with a substance of high
chronic toxicity (i.e., if a worker regularly uses toxicologically significant
quantities of such a substance three times a week), a qualified physician
should be consulted to determine whether it is advisable to establish a
regular schedule of medical surveillance or biological monitoring.

In addition to those substances, procedures, and precautions discussed
in this section, certain state and federal regulatory agencies have listed
substances whose use and disposal is regulated. These lists of regulated
substances are usually accompanied by specific requirements for use and
disposal. The lists of substances and the requirements for use and disposal
are changing frequently. Because compliance with these regulations is
required by law, every departmental safety coordinator and all research
supervisors should know the current lists of regulated substances and the
requirements for their use and disposal.